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The Beginning



“Data does not just provide neutral and 
straightforward representations of the 

world, but is rather entangled with 
politics and culture, money and power.”

The Data Journalism Handbook 2: Towards a Critical Data Practice, 2019





Data encodes the stories of our lives, 
capturing not only our tastes and interests 
but also our hopes and fears. Data isn’t an 

abstract idea or a set of numbers or 
qualitative responses. It can be and is, 

ultimately, human.

https://acumenideas.com/whose-data-is-it-anyway-3f9ba60c8924

https://acumenideas.com/whose-data-is-it-anyway-3f9ba60c8924


https://www.slideshare.net/miriamgilbert08/data-stories-workshop-34390209

https://www.slideshare.net/miriamgilbert08/data-stories-workshop-34390209


 

Kurt Vonnegut on the 

Shapes of Stories 
Short lecture by Kurt Vonnegut on the 

'simple shapes of stories.' 

www.youtube.com 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oP3c1h8v2ZQ

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DoP3c1h8v2ZQ&data=02%7C01%7Csydney.shep%40vuw.ac.nz%7C6c1d68d32f574069f48108d79ec16a82%7Ccfe63e236951427e8683bb84dcf1d20c%7C0%7C0%7C637152425855823741&sdata=Q56cbJezFg8j2n9n57t1COpeHlD000%2FPLSPkERgpnjk%3D&reserved=0


“data analysis is not just about visually appealing graphics and charts. It’s about telling a
good story. The visualization is the means, the story is the actual message. And the 

more compelling it is, the more value you will eventually derive from your data.”

https://blog.adverity.com/crunching-data-need-tell-stories

https://blog.adverity.com/crunching-data-need-tell-stories


Chapter 1 

Algorithmic Storytelling



William Colenso
1811-1899

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/people/william-colenso




Colenso’s correspondence networks modelled by Dion O’Neale

https://figshare.com/articles/presentation/Colenso_s_correspondence_network/4235690






https://wai-te-ata-press.gitlab.io/unexpected

https://wai-te-ata-press.gitlab.io/unexpected


Mitchell Whitelaw, Succession

http://mtchl.net/succession/






https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Creating-Rich%2C-Structured-Metadata%3A-Lessons-Learned-Vardigan-Donakowski/4284c2e9851c6e070d8b90b2508a1dcce219e936/figure/2

https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Creating-Rich%2C-Structured-Metadata%3A-Lessons-Learned-Vardigan-Donakowski/4284c2e9851c6e070d8b90b2508a1dcce219e936/figure/2


Chapter 2

Whose Story?



“Stories are Data with Soul”

• S uspicion of master narratives of knowledge

• T ools of knowledge gathering and dissemination

•O bjection to objectivity

•R eflexivity of the positioning of researchers

•Y earning for and working for transformation and change

Sarojini Nadar, “’Stories are data with Soul’ – lessons from black feminist epistmology,” 2014



https://www.visualcapitalist.com/year-review-2020-in-20-visualizations/

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/year-review-2020-in-20-visualizations/


https://flowingdata.com/2020/10/09/reconstructing-protests-in-minneapolis-using-hundreds-of-livestreams/

https://flowingdata.com/2020/10/09/reconstructing-protests-in-minneapolis-using-hundreds-of-livestreams/


https://www.adrianbrandon.com/stolen

https://www.adrianbrandon.com/stolen


Chapter 3
The Geography of Self
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https://issuu.com/masseypress/docs/pages_from_we_are_here

https://issuu.com/masseypress/docs/pages_from_we_are_here


https://www.c82.net/work/?id=347

https://www.c82.net/work/?id=347


https://moriartynaps.org/maps-of-home/

https://moriartynaps.org/maps-of-home/


https://pudding.cool/2020/12/lighting-cost/

https://pudding.cool/2020/12/lighting-cost/


https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/wtapress/about/news/augmented-reality-literary-atlas http://litatlas.nz/

https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/wtapress/about/news/augmented-reality-literary-atlas
http://litatlas.nz/


Chapter 4

Too hot to handle?



https://twitter.com/opendatanz/status/1145870642710867968

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fopendatanz%2Fstatus%2F1145870642710867968&data=02%7C01%7Csydney.shep%40vuw.ac.nz%7C036b6c9aff6b4dfff65a08d70e5dd523%7Ccfe63e236951427e8683bb84dcf1d20c%7C0%7C0%7C636993668485196241&sdata=bf%2BaJVrAKD4OASojyI0qR2t394szlFQGsaNxQn9tgYw%3D&reserved=0


https://vimeo.com/69122809

https://vimeo.com/69122809


Chapter 5
A COVID Story



https://vimeo.com/401314240

https://covid19.scottishtecharmy.org/

https://vimeo.com/401314240
https://covid19.scottishtecharmy.org/


https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2021/01/28/vaccine-nationalism-means-that-poor-countries-will-be-left-behind

https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2021/01/28/vaccine-nationalism-means-that-poor-countries-will-be-left-behind


https://theconversation.com/how-vaccine-nationalism-could-block-vulnerable-populations-access-to-covid-19-vaccines-140689

https://theconversation.com/how-vaccine-nationalism-could-block-vulnerable-populations-access-to-covid-19-vaccines-140689


https://liberal-international.org/news-articles/vaccine-nationalism-is-the-latest-threat-to-global-cooperation/

https://liberal-international.org/news-articles/vaccine-nationalism-is-the-latest-threat-to-global-cooperation/


https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-africa-pan-african-2020-11-vaccine-nationalism-a-threat-to-african-mobility/

https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-africa-pan-african-2020-11-vaccine-nationalism-a-threat-to-african-mobility/


“Crunching data is not enough – you need to be telling stories.”

https://blog.adverity.com/crunching-data-need-tell-stories

https://blog.adverity.com/crunching-data-need-tell-stories


Finding the Sweet Spot

• Who’s your audience?

• What’s your message?

• Why is your story important?

• How are you going to connect?

• Narrative hook

• Impact through medium



https://www.jerthorp.com/

https://www.jerthorp.com/


The End


