
What is the 
“inside-out” 
Librarian?



“Creation happens in a digital 
environment, with an interest in the 
process, as well as the products, of 
research and learning. Libraries 
increasingly support the creation, 
curation and discoverability of 
institutional creations (research data, 
preprints, scholarly profiles, academic 
profiles, digitized special collections, 
…).” Lorcan Dempsey (OCLC Research)



What skills do 
inside-out 

librarians need?



How can 
inside-out 

librarians acquire 
these skills?



How well do current 
formal Library 

qualifications (MLIS or 
equivalent) prepare 

librarians for working 
in inside-out 

Libraries?



How much 
discipline specific 

knowledge do 
inside-out 

librarians need?



Are attributes 
more important 

than qualifications 
for inside-out 

librarians?



Should inside-out 
librarians have 
Postgraduate 

research 
qualifications e.g. 
research masters 

or above?



Have library’s 
outsourced too 

many IT tasks and 
lost valuable skill 
sets within the 
profession as a 

result?



Do we need more 
inside-out 

librarians with 
STEM 

backgrounds?



What are 
researcher 

expectations and 
are we able to 
meet these?



Are Librarians 
alone or are these 

questions being 
asked by other 

research support 
units?



Let’s talk about this 
some more

Join Jo and Shiobhan 
for a discussion at

1pm in the 
Robert Laidlaw Room 

All Welcome 


