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The Carpentry Way
Software and Data Carpentry.

Scientists are not taught to write, debug, 
install and maintain software.

Show, not tell

Establish a practical working environment

Aimed at early postgrad



What Libraries did, and what they are going to do



Library Carpentry
New and Evolving Curriculum

Different needs - for working librarians, not students

Active experience rather than passive training

Mixture of database (SQL), programming (Python), data 
cleansing (Open Refine) and maintenance.

Challenging environment (access to tools)

  



Interested?  How to become an instructor
Attend a Carpentries event

Certification process, excellent ‘train the trainer’



Library Carpentry at the University of Otago 

How to implement this method of software skills training - the Otago experience.

… But is Library Carpentry helpful?!



https://otago.libguides.com/RSU







How do I implement this method of software skills training at 
my library/uni ...?

Get involved in ResBaz events.

Give Anton a call to organise a LC workshop (check out LC website/lessons).

Look into becoming an instructor yourself (go to Carpentries website).

So ... is Library Carpentry helpful?! 

Try it out, get involved or watch this space…



“As librarians and software skills are both vital components of world-class research, 
Library Carpentry is a timely intervention into the role of librarians in the research 
lifecycle.” 

* Baker, J. , Moore, C., et al. (2016). “Library Carpentry: software skills training for library 
professionals.” Liber Quarterly 26(3), p. 160. doi: 10.18352/lq.10176 


